With the acceleration of the hepatitis C (HCV) epidemic in the United States and the ongoing public health impact of undetected human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) co-infection, there is a critical need for enhanced secondary prevention efforts where patients accessing care are not routinely screened. The purpose of this program was to implement routine opt-out HIV and HCV screenings in a high-volume urban emergency department (ED) through the use of an EMR enhancement to increase a provider' s likelihood of testing eligible patients, and to provide linkage to care for patients identified to have positive tests.
